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Ithaca lawyer announces run for Congress; county legislator considering a campaign

Liz Lawyer 

February 9, 2012

Ithaca -- Ithaca lawyer Leslie Danks Burke is seeking the Democratic nod to run for the U.S. House of Representatives in the 22nd District, home to retiring long-time Rep. Maurice Hinchey, she announced Wednesday.

Another Ithacan, Tompkins County Legislator Nathan Shinagawa, D-City of Ithaca, told Gannett's Albany Bureau and announced on his Facebook page this week that he is "strongly considering" a run for the office.

Shinagawa said, "The Ithaca and Tompkins County area, we're surrounded by freshman Republicans --except for Maurice Hinchey, who is retiring -- so no matter what, we'll need a strong Democratic representative, and I think I might be that guy."

Danks Burke, whose campaign reports more than $100,000 in donated funds, identifies herself as a community activist and civic leader.

Danks Burke said in a statement released Wednesday, "I'm committed to seeing upstate New York rebound into an economically vibrant place for everyone who lives here. I work hard for my community, my clients and my family, and I will bring that same determination and passion to representing the people of New York."

Danks Burke praised Hinchey's decades of service, and said she is eager to see the district remain in the hands of Democrats.

"We are losing a great advocate with Congressman Maurice Hinchey's retirement, and we must ensure that our region keeps a Democratic seat at the table," she said. "We cannot allow New York's slow redistricting process to shut us out. Slow redistricting favors incumbents because incumbents have the podium to raise money. I'm not waiting on the sidelines -- I'm in to win."

Republicans George Phillips, a teacher who lost to Hinchey in 2010, and Tom Engel, a former U.S. attorney in the Southern District of New York, have also announced they will run.

The configuration of the district is subject to change as new boundaries will be drawn based on the 2010 U.S. census.

More information on Danks Burke's campaign can be found at www.lesliefornewyork.com.
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